
 

 

Press Council Membership Criteria   
 
 

 

 

Introduction 
 

The Press Council of Ireland and Office of the Press Ombudsman, established in 2007, and 
upholds press freedom while ensuring press accountability. Member publications commit to 
upholding the highest professional and ethical standards through adherence to the Press 
Council’s Code of Practice. The Press Council is independent of Government and, in its 
operations, independent of its publications, who are responsible for its funding. It is governed 
by the Constitution of the Press Council of Ireland, which is a company limited by guarantee.  
 
The Press Council was recognized in May 2010 by a formal resolution passed by both Houses of 
the Oireachtas for the purposes of the Defamation Act 2009. Under the provisions of the Act, a 
court is entitled, when hearing an action for defamation, to take into account membership of the 
Press Council when deciding whether a publication is entitled to the benefit of the defence of 
“fair and reasonable publication”. In relation to complaints, all documentation between member 
publications, together with all statements by the Press Council and the Press Ombudsman, as 
well as the publication of decisions by them, are legally privileged. 

 

Applications for membership are determined by the Press Council, in consultation with its 
Administrative Committee.  All applications are initially referred to the Membership Assessment 
Committee (MAC), which assesses whether they meet the criteria for membership as set out in 
the Constitution of the Press Council and further detailed in this document. The Press Council 
makes the final decision on the application, following the input of the Membership Assessment 
Committee and consultation with the Administrative Committee.  
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Press Council of Ireland 
 

The composition of the Press Council of Ireland is governed by its Constitution. There are seven 
public interest directors including the Chairperson and six industry directors including one 
representing the National Union of Journalists.  

 
The seven public interest directors reflect the various strands of Irish society, and the six industry 
directors, provide senior editorial and journalistic expertise and perspectives reflective of the 
industry. 

 
The Press Council’s functions include upholding the freedom of the press and hearing appeals 
against decisions of the Press Ombudsman. The Chairperson of the Press Council is Rory 
Montgomery. Full details of its membership and functions are available at www.presscouncil.ie. 

 

Office of the Press Ombudsman 
 

The Office of the Press Ombudsman is the main point of contact with the public.  It is run by the 
Press Ombudsman, an independent decision-maker appointed by the Press Council to consider and 
adjudicate on complaints from the public that the Press Council’s Code of Practice has been 
breached.  Her decisions may be appealed on certain grounds to the Press Council.   Appeal 
decisions may not be further appealed.  
 
The Press Ombudsman is Susan McKay.  Full details of her Office’s operations and decisions are 
available at www.pressombudsman.ie. 

http://www.presscouncil.ie/
http://www.pressombudsman.ie/
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Criteria for membership of the Press Council of Ireland 

 

The Press Council of Ireland will consider for membership any publication that, in the opinion of 
the Press Council, fulfils the following criteria: 

1. The publication has been in existence for at least a year, and has been printed, published 
and/or issued at regular or substantially regular intervals.  

 
2. The publication is owned or produced by an individual or an entity that is subject to Irish 

law or has agreed to be subject to Irish law in respect of the publication and which has a 
circulation in the jurisdiction or any part thereof.  
  

3. The publication accepts responsibility for everything it publishes and can demonstrate, to 
the satisfaction of the Press Council, that it has an appropriate independent journalistic 
and publication capacity and editorial oversight.  
 

4. The publication can demonstrate respect for contract, copyright and defamation law, 
and is committed to fair dealing. 

5. The publication can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Press Council, that it has an 
adequate internal complaint-handling system. 

6. The publication can supply evidence of at least two of the following three criteria:  
 

▪ Circulation/Readership/Unique Users/Subscribers (Audience)  
▪ Breakdown of paid employees (Employment) 

o Full-Time Equivalent of journalists or contributors or content creators 
o Full-Time Equivalent of other staff, such as sales, administrative, etc.   

▪ Annual Turnover (Gross income in most recent published financial statements) 
(Economic) 
 

7. In determining any application for membership, the Press Council will also take into 
account its responsibility to uphold the rights of the press to freedom of expression and 
the freedom to inform the public,  as well as its responsibility to protect the public interest 
by ensuring that members produce accurate and truthful reporting and adhere to ethical 
and professional standards.  
 

This evidence will inform the Press Council’s assessment of whether the publication has the 
expertise, commitment, capacity or track record to produce journalism on a sustainable basis. 
The Press Council shall inform the applicant of its decision and the reason/s for it.  
 
For further information contact 01-6489130, or email administrator@pressombudsman.ie. 

mailto:administrator@pressombudsperson.ie
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Application for Membership 

 
 
Name and address of publication ……………………………............................................................... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Editor ................................................................................. 

Email address for editor ………………………………………………… 

Telephone number for editor…………………………………………  

Frequency of publication…………........................................ 

Date of first publication………………….................................. 

Form of publication: National newspaper  (please attach a recent copy) 

   Local newspaper  (please attach a recent copy) 

   Magazine   (please attach a recent copy) 

Student magazine  (please attach a recent copy) 

Digital/online-only  _____________________ 

       (please give web address) 

 

Name and address of owner of publication 

………………………………………..................................................................................................................... 

………………………………………..................................................................................................................... 

(If the publication is a company under the Companies Acts, please attach a copy of the company’s 

Constitution.)   

 

The application for membership with supporting documentation, and the signed undertakings 

below, should be returned to the Administrator, Press Council of Ireland, 32 Westland Square, 

Pearse Street, Dublin 2, DO2 R9T2, or by email to chairperson@presscouncil.ie.

mailto:chairperson@presscouncil.ie


 

 

 

Undertakings: 

If accepted into membership of the Press Council of Ireland, this publication undertakes to: 
 

▪ Abide by the provisions of the Press Council’s Constitution and accept the responsibilities 

of member publications of the Press Council as set out in its Constitution.  

▪ Abide by the provisions of the Press Council’s Code of Practice, accept its obligations under 

the Press Council’s Publication Guidelines, and recognize that failure to do so may result 

in censure or expulsion.  

▪ Feature the Press Council’s logo and contact details prominently and to the satisfaction of 

the Press Council in every print edition and on every website.  

▪ Pay such membership subscriptions in the amounts and on the dates determined by the 

Administrative Committee of the Press Council of Ireland. 

▪ Accept that membership is contingent on continued adherence to the criteria for 

membership set out, and that if there is any change in circumstances which may impact 

on membership, this will be brought to the attention of the Press Council at the earliest 

possible opportunity.  

 
In circumstances where the publication is not owned or produced by an individual or an entity 

that is subject to Irish law, the publisher accepts and agrees to be subject to Irish law in respect 

of the member publication.  

Accept that it has a responsibility to inform the Press Council of any change in control or 

ownership (i.e. where 25% or more of the member publication changes ownership) as soon as 

practicable after it occurs.  

 
Signed on behalf of the applicant publication ………………………………………........... 

 

Position ................................................... Date …………………………………………. 

 
The publication will be deemed to be a member following the formal decision of the Press Council 
of Ireland and upon payment of the relevant fee and subscription. The Press Ombudsman will 
consider complaints about articles published after the date the publication has been deemed to 
be a member. 


